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JOSEPH KEMP’S BIBLE COURSE IN THE CHAPEL

For the benefit of those who could not get to the Chapel’s regular Bible studies on Sundays afternoons, Joseph Kemp prepared a Correspondence Course, which offered Bible training and general instruction in Christian work.  He explained how it came about:

A short time ago a letter reached me saying: ‘I greatly enjoy your Record and have derived much help and blessing. Living as I do in the country with no such classes as you mention in Course 2, page 164 (of last November's Record) available, I feel there must be many young men who have felt the need of such a course. Would it be possible for you to insert the gist of lessons in the Record or could you find time to open a correspondence class? I feel sure no young man who has the Lord's work at heart would grudge to pay a reasonable sum for such a course?’

As it is not possible to include the lessons in the Record we propose beginning a correspondence course to meet the needs of those at a distance and others in the city who are not able to attend the classes and lectures in the chapel. The method of teaching by correspondence is not new. For years almost every conceivable subject has been taught by correspondence schools and that successfully and satisfactorily. It is therefore a method beyond the experimental stage. We propose making a complete course of studies which will cover three years to be outlined as follows:-

1. Bible introduction.  Including the Names, Titles, Canon, Inspiration, Claims Interpretation and Preservation.

2. The Bible, book by book.

3.The twelve great doctrines.  God, Christ, Holy Spirit, Man, Sin, Immortality, Justification, Faith, Repentance, Regeneration, Sanctification, Things to come.

There will be included several supplemental studies also hints on practical methods, personal work, etc. A syllabus of the entire course of studies has been prepared and will be sent, with full details of how to proceed, to any applying to Mr James Scott, Bible Correspondence Department, Charlotte Chapel, Edinburgh.

The Biblical section was ready by the end of May 1908. The Doctrinal section, to be studied in forty-eight sections over twelve months, with an exam every month, was ready in June 1908, The three Departments became known as Biblical, Doctrinal, Practical. They were studied over three years. Some enrolled right away, and membership grew rapidly. It was aimed at Christian workers generally, anyone who would give half an hour a day, but especially at young men and young women who could not to the regular courses of Bible instruction in the church. The cost was 1 penny per week. Joseph Kemp was encouraged at the response:

The summer season is perhaps not the best to take up new studies, but still, quite a number have availed themselves of the Bible Correspondence Course and are finding it quite as attractive as some forms of outdoor recreation.  We are anticipating when the winter again sets in that there will be quite a large addition to the membership of the Correspondence Course.  Here is an extract from a letter from one of our students. ‘I find the papers most helpful, and shall try my best to do them justice.  There is some temptation this weather to leave them over and go off to the golf links; but I find the one as interesting as the other and certainly more beneficial; and consequently, the temptation is resisted.’ Members of our School of Bible Study might find it a very profitable thing to join the Course if they in​tend being absent from the Sunday afternoon meeting for any length of time.  The charges for the Course are made simply to meet the working expenses, and these costs work out to the pupil at about one penny a week; so that for a car fare weekly anyone can have a course of instruction in the books of the Bible, the doctrines of the Word, and practical methods of Christian work. Why not join at once? 

New members could join any of the three courses at any time, but would not receive material until the new sessions began in October. At first there was a break for the summer, although Joseph Kemp exhorted members to use the summer months for revision, and examination papers were due by August and September. However, studies continued throughout the summer of 1913, in contrast to Joseph Kemp’s other course, in The Life of Faith, which closed for the summer.
 

Joseph Kemp’s private secretary and assistant in the Bible Correspondence work for more than two and a half years (early 1913 to August 1915), Miss K.C. Brown, went to nurse at the Edinburgh War Hospital at Bangour when the Kemps went to America.
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